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What is Social Studies?
Economics: the GED tes t covers  the cons truction and function 
of world monetary s ys tems . This  encompas s es  not jus t the 
bas ic elements  of capitalis m and other economic s ys tems , but 
how they affect the world at large as  well as  the other way 
around.

History: the s tudy of how events  have unfolded over time and 
the continuous  impact they leave upon our world as  a  res ult.

Civics and Government: the s ection of the GED tes t s eeks  to 
examine your knowledge of s ociety. This  means  you will s ee 
ques tions  pertaining to how s ociety works —namely, the concept 
of being a citizen in today’s  s ociety, what that means , and what 
res pons ibilities  are as s ociated with it. You will als o be expected 
to know how your government works , about the different 
s ys tems  res iding within it, and what powers  each s ection of 
government has .

Geography: this  portion of the GED involves  location and 
culture. More s pecifically, it will as s es s  your knowledge of the 
different countries  on Earth and the different peoples  and 
cultures  res iding within them. You mus t als o demons trate an 
unders tanding of how cultures  are s haped by their geographical 
s urroundings , as  well as  the other way around.



Benefits for ABE/ASE

1. They reinforce a ll R/ W/ S/ L skills

2. They increase communication skills

3. They bring ASE socia l s tudies  

materia l to life, and are therefore 

more interes ting and s timulating

4. They can be motivating and inspiring

5. They are flexible and adaptable

6. They are active and s tudent-centered



Benefits for ESL/ 
Citizens hip

These activities are a great way to incorporate 
Content-Based Instruction (CBI) into the 
classroom.
CBI is  an approach in s econd language education 
which is  des igned to facilita te s econd-language 
acquis ition through content areas , such as : 
mathematics , social s tudies , literature and 
s cience.  Proponents  of CBI sugges t that a  
s eparation exis ts  between the acquisition of a  
new language and learning.  They argue that 
acquis ition is  a  subconscious  proces s , while 
learning is  a  conscious  proces s . Through CBI, 
learning academic subjects  can be the a  vehicle 
to the acquisition of a  new language. In this  way, 
s econd language acquis ition is  achieved under 
s imilar learning conditions  to the conditions  of 
firs t language acquis ition.



Risks

Always  plan les s ons  like 
thes e through a  
trauma informed lense. 
It is  absolutely crucia l to be s ens itive to 
the cultural, economic, and religious  
backgrounds  of your s tudents  when 
choos ing materia ls  for these types  of 
interactive activities . 



Various Formats
UNSCRIPTED

● Completely improvis ed

SCRIPTED

● Complete s cript provided
● Partia l s cript provided, 

s tudents  write the remainder
● Entirely written by s tudents

MEMORIZED



Various Actors
● Acted by s tudents
● Student/  teacher(s ) combination
● Acted by teachers /  volunteers



Examples





WHO AM I?





RECITING 
SPEECHES





PLAYING 
SCRIPTED 

ROLES





ELECT A CLASS 
PRESIDENT 

(Vice Pres ident, 
Treas urer, etc.)





PASS “BILLS” 
TO CREATE 

CLASS RULES





MODEL 
U.N.





DEBATE 
TEAMS





CREATING A 
LIVING 

TIMELINE





RECREATING 
POSITIVE 

MOMENTS IN 
HISTORY





CREATING 
ALTERNATE 
HISTORIES



Questions?



What role playing 
do you employ in 
your clas s rooms ?



Thank you!

Katie Callahan Neginskiy
KNeginskiy@heartlandalliance.org



Resources
Quotes  and Graphics : http:/ / wisdomquotes .com/

Information about GED Social Studies : https :/ / www.mometrix.com/ academy/ ged-socia l-s tudies /

Who Am I examples  Lis t: https://www.biographyonline.net/people/famous-100.html

12 Angry Pigs  s cript: http:/ / www.epc-library.com/ freeview/ F_2399.pdf

Clas s  Election Tips : https :/ / www.wikihow.com/ Win-a-Clas s -Election

Model UN Rules  & Procedure: https :/ / outreach.un.org/ mun/ content/ rules -procedure

Debate rules : https :/ / www.thoughtco.com/ what-is -a-debate-1857491 & https :/ / www.thoughtco.com/ debate-
topics -for-high-school-8252

Treaty of Paris : https :/ / nationalinteres t.org/ blog/ the-buzz/ the-5-mos t-important-treaties -world-his tory-18380

My favorite s ite for prepared Socia l Studies  plans : https :/ / www.icivics .org/

http://wisdomquotes.com/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/ged-social-studies/
https://www.biographyonline.net/people/famous-100.html
http://www.epc-library.com/freeview/F_2399.pdf
https://www.wikihow.com/Win-a-Class-Election
https://outreach.un.org/mun/content/rules-procedure
https://www.thoughtco.com/what-is-a-debate-1857491
https://www.thoughtco.com/debate-topics-for-high-school-8252
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/the-5-most-important-treaties-world-history-18380
https://www.icivics.org/
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