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OER IS…

Open Educational Resources are teaching, learning and research materials 
in any medium – digital or otherwise – that reside in the public domain or 
have been released under an open license that permits no-cost access, use, 
adaptation and redistribution by others with no or limited restrictions.

CCCOER/Hewlett Foundation
https://www.cccoer.org/learn/



OER IS…

• OER is…

 Open = Free + Permission

• OER is not…

 eTextbooks (from publishers or third party vendors)

 Low-cost textbook providers

 Open+



AFFORDABILITY

• Affordable options include…

 OER

 Library resources

 Rentals

 Low cost options



EQUITY

• Reduce cost barriers

• Access and affordability

• Ensuring high quality materials

• Accessibility



STUDENT SUCCESS

http://www.isetl.org/ijtlhe/pdf/IJTLHE3386.pdf

http://www.isetl.org/ijtlhe/pdf/IJTLHE3386.pdf
http://www.isetl.org/ijtlhe/pdf/IJTLHE3386.pdf


PERKINS REAUTHORIZATION

• H.R.2353 – Strengthening Career and Technical Education for the 21st 
Century Act

• OER as an allowable activity to support the implementation of CTE 
programs.

• “making all forms of instructional content widely available, which may 
include use of open educational resources”



OPEN TEXTBOOK PILOT PROGRAM

https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/us-department-education-awards-49-million-grant-university-california-davis-develop-free-open-textbooks-program
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/us-department-education-awards-49-million-grant-university-california-davis-develop-free-open-textbooks-program


STATE LEGISLATURES

• Defining OER
• Grant programs
• Task Forces
• Course marking
• Require institutions to develop OER guidelines



STATE INVESTMENTS

• CUNY & SUNY - New York

 $8M invested to create 5,200 OER courses in 2017-2018

 $8M additional invested for 2019-2020

• North Dakota

 $107,250 invested in 2015

 650 OER courses developed



AFFORDABLE LEARNING GEORGIA

https://oer.galileo.usg.edu/

https://oer.galileo.usg.edu/
https://oer.galileo.usg.edu/


ACHIEVING THE DREAM

• OER Degree Initiative
 Grants up to $100k or $300k with 25% match requirement
 At least one OER degree (1 year or 2 year)
 At least one section of course offered as OER
 Use of Creative Commons Attribution License

• 38 colleges in 13 states participating



WHAT CAN ILLINOIS DO?

• Develop a statewide strategy with legislative & funding support

• Establish a repository strategy

• Identify OER connected to IAI courses

• Enhance CTE OER options and usage

• Develop OER-driven dual credit courses



WHAT CAN INSTITUTIONS DO?

• Develop institutional policy
• Align policy with institutional mission & strategic plan
• Include supports for sustainability 
• Engage all stakeholders

http://policy.lumenlearning.com/



WHAT CAN INSTITUTIONS DO?

• Set institutional goals
 High impact courses 
 Measures of success
 Realistic timelines
 Establish data elements
 Develop communication strategies
 Long-term goal(s)



WHAT CAN INSTITUTIONS DO?

• Define emphasis areas
 High quality materials
 Accessible materials (disabilities & online)
 Compliance with Creative Commons licensing & Intellectual Property laws
 Establishing the open culture (developed content openly licensed & shared)



OPEN CULTURE

• University of British Columbia
• Evidence of educational leadership is required for tenure/promotion in the 

Educational Leadership stream… It can include, but is not limited to…Contributions 
to the practice and theory of teaching and learning literature, including publications 
in peer-reviewed and professional journals, conference publications, book chapters, 
textbooks and open education repositories/resources.

• Kwantlen Polytechnic University
• IP Policy change includes encouragement to submit work to KPU OA repository, 

consider Creative Commons licensing, create & adapt OER, publish in OA outlets, 
and adopt open science practices.



• Launched 2014 college-wide initiative

• 25 active OER courses & psychology 
department has over 50 OER sections each 
semester

• Identification in course registration system of 
low textbook cost classes (less than $25), 
inclusive of OER

COLLEGE OF LAKE COUNTY



CARL SANDBURG COLLEGE

• Open Education Resource Course Initiative (OERCI)

• Purpose: support faculty in development and create student savings 
through reduced textbook requirements and increased textbook-free 
courses

• Built a faculty community, made it fun, incentivized  

• Fall 2018 they had 105 OER sections and 1,129 students in OER 
courses.



http://www.sandburg.edu/About/FTLC/Open-Education.html
http://www.sandburg.edu/About/FTLC/Open-Education.html
http://www.sandburg.edu/About/FTLC/Open-Education.html
http://www.sandburg.edu/About/FTLC/Open-Education.html


TRITON COLLEGE

https://www.dailyherald.com/submitted/20190220/triton-celebrates-1-million-in-student-savings-through-low-costno-cost-textbook-initiative
https://www.dailyherald.com/submitted/20190220/triton-celebrates-1-million-in-student-savings-through-low-costno-cost-textbook-initiative


WHERE TO START…

• Learn

• Find

• Evaluate

• Start small

• Create



ION COURSE

https://www.uis.edu/ion/courses/

https://www.uis.edu/ion/courses/
https://www.uis.edu/ion/courses/
https://www.uis.edu/ion/courses/
https://www.uis.edu/ion/courses/


THE OER STARTER KIT

https://iastate.pressbooks.pub/oerstarterkit/

https://iastate.pressbooks.pub/oerstarterkit/
https://iastate.pressbooks.pub/oerstarterkit/


THE OER STARTER KIT

https://iastate.pressbooks.pub/oerstarterkit/

• See Repositories & Search Tools section, p. 35
 Best Bets
 Federated Search Tools
 Institutional Collections
 Subject Specific Repositories
 OER by Course
 More…



SKILLS COMMONS

http://support.skillscommons.org/home/discover-reuse/finding-more-oers/find-oer/

http://support.skillscommons.org/home/discover-reuse/finding-more-oers/find-oer/
http://support.skillscommons.org/home/discover-reuse/finding-more-oers/find-oer/


OER COMMONS

https://www.oercommons.org/curated-collections/383

https://www.oercommons.org/curated-collections/383
https://www.oercommons.org/curated-collections/383


FEDERATED SEARCHES

https://oer.deepwebaccess.com/oer/desktop/en/search.html https://oasis.geneseo.edu/

https://oer.deepwebaccess.com/oer/desktop/en/search.html
https://oer.deepwebaccess.com/oer/desktop/en/search.html
https://oasis.geneseo.edu/
https://oasis.geneseo.edu/


OPEN TEXTBOOK LIBRARY

https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks

https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks


OPENSTAX

https://openstax.org/

https://openstax.org/
https://openstax.org/


EVALUATION RUBRICS

• Open Textbook Library Review Criteria
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/reviews/rubric

• rCampus OER Assessment Rubric
https://www.rcampus.com/rubricshowc.cfm?code=L9WC6X&sp=yes

https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/reviews/rubric
https://www.rcampus.com/rubricshowc.cfm?code=L9WC6X&sp=yes


Questions?


